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Abstract—This study investigates the groundbreaking TabU-
Lay keyboard layout, where every key is replaced with the Tab
key. Our findings (citation needed) suggest a 200% increase in
productivity for TabULay users, attributed to the elimination of
irrelevant characters such as ”A” and ”Z.” This paper discusses
the potential impact of TabULay on productivity and user
satisfaction in various tasks.

I. INTRODUCTION

The inefficiencies of traditional keyboard layouts, such as
QWERTY, are well-documented. Despite efforts like Dvorak
and Colemak to address ergonomic concerns, these layouts re-
main overly complex. TabULay offers a radical simplification
by replacing all keys with the Tab key, enabling streamlined
navigation and autocomplete functionality.

II. RELATED WORK

Several studies have explored alternative keyboard layouts
aimed at improving typing efficiency and ergonomics. For
example, Dvorak and Colemak layouts have been shown to
reduce finger travel distance and improve typing speed [2], [3].
Additionally, research on gesture-based typing interfaces such
as Swype [4] and predictive text entry methods [5] have also
sought to enhance user productivity. However, none of these
approaches have embraced the radical simplicity of TabULay.
Previous work by Zhai et al. [6] demonstrated the potential of
minimizing keystrokes for enhanced productivity, a concept
that TabULay takes to an extreme level by focusing solely on
the Tab key.

III. METHODOLOGY

Participants (n = 1, possibly 2) were recruited through
questionable online advertisements promising ”ultimate pro-
ductivity.” Tasks included writing an email, navigating a

1This research was presented at the prestigious 13th Conference of the
Association of Pseudo-Science and Applied Parapsychology (APSAP2024
in Rennes), under the track ”Animal Communication and Optimization of
Pseudo-Functional and Etheric Systems of Human Mechanics.” The confer-
ence brought together experts in fields ranging from telepathic animal training
to the optimization of unproven but promising esoteric practices. The rigorous
peer-review process included the use of dowsing rods and astrology charts to
evaluate the validity of submitted papers.
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file system, and coding a simple program. Performance was
evaluated based on:

• Task completion time
• Keystroke consistency
• Subjective satisfaction (measured in spontaneous excla-

mations of joy)
Control participants used standard QWERTY keyboards and

were monitored for signs of existential dread.

IV. RESULTS

TabULay users demonstrated:
• 200% faster task completion: Instead of typing ”Dear

Sir or Madam,” TabULay users pressed Tab thrice, yield-
ing ”Done.”

• Keystroke consistency: QWERTY users exhibited
chaotic finger movements, while TabULay users main-
tained rhythmic precision.

• Increased satisfaction: Control group users expressed
frustration (”Why is ’Q’ even here?”), while TabULay
users reported enlightenment.

V. STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

To validate the apparent superiority of TabULay, an exten-
sive statistical analysis was performed. The results, though
unconventional, demonstrate the undeniable potential of the
TabULay layout.

A. Tab-Only Regression Analysis

We conducted a regression analysis, where the dependent
variable was productivity (measured in tasks completed per
minute), and the independent variable was the number of
Tab key presses per second. The results showed a statistically
significant correlation (R2 = 0.99) between pressing the Tab
key and achieving ”ultimate productivity.”

B. Monte Carlo Simulation

A Monte Carlo simulation was run to predict the outcomes
of using TabULay in various work environments. After 42,069
iterations, the simulation suggested a 314.15% increase in hap-
piness levels for users, especially those who already disliked
typing. The accuracy of this result was confirmed by a group
of imaginary statisticians using dice rolls and a Magic 8-Ball.



Fig. 1. The revolutionary TabULay Leyboard Layout

C. Hypothetical T-Test

A hypothetical T-test was performed comparing TabULay
users with QWERTY users. Given the small sample size (n
= 1, possibly 2), the p-value was found to be p < 0.0001,
indicating an overwhelming rejection of the null hypothesis
that ”letters are important.” This result must be taken with a
grain of salt (or perhaps an entire salt shaker).

D. Random Number Correlation

We also performed a correlation analysis between the num-
ber of Tab presses and random numbers generated by a faulty
calculator. The correlation coefficient was r = 0.867, which
we believe is indicative of something important, although we
are unsure what exactly. We recommend further research to
fully comprehend these groundbreaking findings.

VI. CARPAL TUNNEL SYNDROME REDUCTION STUDY

To further explore the benefits of TabULay, we conducted
a study on its impact on Carpal Tunnel Syndrome (CTS).
The traditional QWERTY layout is often blamed for causing
repetitive strain injuries due to the complex and frequent finger
movements required. In contrast, TabULay’s repetitive use of
only the Tab key significantly reduces the need for complex
motions.

A. Methodology

Participants were selected based on their history of wrist
pain and divided into two groups: those using the QWERTY
layout and those using the TabULay layout. Participants
were monitored over a two-week period, during which they
were asked to complete simple typing tasks. Wrist health
was assessed using a combination of participant feedback,
wrist circumference measurements, and an arbitrary scale of
”ouchiness” (ranging from 0 to 10).

B. Results

The TabULay group showed a drastic reduction in CTS
symptoms:

• 90% reduction in wrist pain: Participants reported
significantly less discomfort, possibly due to the reduced
finger movement required by the Tab key.

• Decrease in wrist circumference: On average, the wrist
circumference decreased by 0.42 cm, which we interpret
as a sign of improved wrist health (or possibly just better
hydration).

• Lower ”ouchiness” scores: The TabULay group reported
an average ”ouchiness” score of 1.2, compared to the
QWERTY group’s score of 7.8. This difference is con-
sidered highly significant, though the reliability of the
”ouchiness” scale remains questionable.

C. Discussion

The reduction in CTS symptoms among TabULay users
suggests that the elimination of complex keystrokes may offer
significant ergonomic benefits. While more rigorous research
is required to validate these findings, we are confident that
pressing the Tab key repeatedly is less likely to cause injury
than the erratic finger movements associated with QWERTY.

VII. ANIMAL COMMUNICATION STUDY

In an effort to explore the potential of TabULay as a tool
for interspecies communication, we conducted an experiment
involving laboratory mice and cats. The goal was to determine
whether animals could effectively use the TabULay layout as
a means of communication with humans.

A. Methodology

A group of volunteer mice and cats was recruited for this
study. The animals were trained to press the Tab key in
response to specific stimuli, such as the presence of food or
a flashing light. The experiment was designed to assess the
animals’ ability to use the Tab key to convey simple messages.
The animals were monitored for their performance, and their
level of enthusiasm was rated based on their willingness to
participate and the frequency of key presses. All animals were
compensated appropriately (i.e., with treats), and no animals
were harmed during the course of the study.



B. Results

The results indicated that mice performed significantly
better than cats in using the TabULay layout:

• Mice Success Rate: The mice successfully used the Tab
key to convey simple messages in 75% of the trials. They
demonstrated a high level of consistency and seemed to
adapt quickly to the concept of pressing the Tab key for
rewards.

• Cats Success Rate: The cats, on the other hand, only
succeeded in 20% of the trials. It is believed that their
lower success rate may be attributed to their independent
nature and lack of interest in cooperating with human
researchers.

• Enthusiasm Levels: Mice showed a high level of enthu-
siasm, pressing the Tab key eagerly in exchange for treats.
Cats, however, appeared disinterested, often ignoring the
experimental setup altogether.

C. Discussion

The findings suggest that TabULay could serve as a rudi-
mentary tool for communication between humans and animals,
particularly with species that are more inclined to cooperate,
such as mice. The low success rate among cats may reflect
their independent spirit rather than an inherent inability to use
the Tab key. Further studies are needed to explore whether
other animal species might be more receptive to using TabU-
Lay for communication.

VIII. MORSE CODE EXTENSION STUDY

In response to the absence of conventional letters in Tab-
ULay, a proposal for extending the typing system was put
forward and studied. This extension maintains the traditional
Tab key but allows users to type letters by entering Morse code
on a second Tab key. This approach aims to accommodate
users who find the exclusive use of Tab somewhat restrictive.

A. Methodology

Participants were introduced to the new Morse code exten-
sion of TabULay, where pressing and holding the secondary
Tab key allowed them to input Morse code to generate individ-
ual letters. Users were given a Morse code chart and trained for
one week on how to input common letters. The study evaluated
user satisfaction, speed, and the overall willingness to adopt
this extension.

B. Results

The results indicated a high degree of satisfaction among
users who were initially reluctant to adopt the exclusive
TabULay system:

• User Satisfaction: 85% of participants reported increased
satisfaction with the ability to input letters when needed,
especially for more complex communication tasks.

• Typing Speed: While typing speed was slower than tradi-
tional QWERTY layouts, users showed an improvement
over time, with an average speed of 10 words per minute
after a week of practice.

• extbfWillingness to Adopt: 70% of participants indicated
they would be willing to use the Morse code extension
in their daily activities, citing the blend of simplicity and
flexibility as a key benefit.

C. Discussion

The Morse code extension appears to provide a suitable
compromise for users who are uncomfortable with the com-
plete absence of letters in TabULay. While not as fast as
traditional typing, the extension allows for greater versatility
without abandoning the core principles of simplicity and
minimalism that define TabULay. Further development and
user training could enhance the practicality of this hybrid
approach.

IX. DISCUSSION

TabULay simplifies human-computer interaction by remov-
ing unnecessary choices. Critics may argue that letters are
essential, but this perspective is rooted in tradition, not inno-
vation. The rhythmic pressing of the Tab key offers not only
productivity gains but also a meditative experience.

X. LIPSUM SECTION

Nam dui ligula, fringilla a, euismod sodales, sollicitudin
vel, wisi. Morbi auctor lorem non justo. Nam lacus libero,
pretium at, lobortis vitae, ultricies et, tellus. Donec aliquet,
tortor sed accumsan bibendum, erat ligula aliquet magna, vitae
ornare odio metus a mi. Morbi ac orci et nisl hendrerit mollis.
Suspendisse ut massa. Cras nec ante. Pellentesque a nulla.
Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis dis parturient montes,
nascetur ridiculus mus. Aliquam tincidunt urna. Nulla ullam-
corper vestibulum turpis. Pellentesque cursus luctus mauris.1

XI. CONCLUSION

TabULay represents a paradigm shift in keyboard design.
By embracing simplicity, it challenges the outdated norms of
typing and offers a glimpse into a more efficient future. Further
research is required (but unlikely) to validate these findings.
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